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HIV/AIDS awareness program that provided 
on-site testing and educational programs. He 
has been a major proponent of civil rights and 
hosted discussions on apartheid in South Afri-
ca and human rights in the former Soviet 
Union. As a result of these efforts, he was in-
ducted into the Rockland County Civil and 
Human Rights Hall of Fame in 2009, one of 
many well-deserved awards he has received. 

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Sanders has im-
proved the lives of countless people in his 
community and across the Lower Hudson Val-
ley. I urge my colleagues to join me in ap-
plauding his years of inspired leadership and 
dedicated service to the residents of Rockland 
County, the Lower Hudson Valley, and New 
York State. 
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IN MEMORY OF MR. FERMON 
LEWIS RACHELS 

HON. JODY B. HICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to pay tribute to Mr. Fermon Lewis 
Rachels, a World War II veteran and out-
standing civil servant from my district who 
passed away in February of this year. 

A member of the Greatest Generation, Mr. 
Rachels was born July 14, 1927 in 
Wrightsville, Georgia. He courageously put his 
life on the line during World War II, serving as 
a technician, fourth grade in the United States 
Army and was one of the last 12,000 WWII 
veterans alive in Georgia. After leaving the 
Army, he served as a Trade Craftsman Super-
visor at the Georgia Department of Transpor-
tation, and at the time of his retirement, at age 
84, he was the oldest active employee in De-
partment of Transportation history. He was an 
active member of Brown Memorial Baptist 
Church and of the American Legion Post 
Number 44. Mr. Rachels was selected as 
Johnson County’s Man of the Year in 1985. 

Mr. Rachels is survived by his loving wife of 
68 years, Hazel Carroll Rachels, his son, 
Charles Lewis Rachels, his daughter, Sharon 
Rachels, four grandchildren, and three great- 
grandchildren. 

On behalf of the 10th District of Georgia and 
the United States of America, I want to extend 
my deepest gratitude and appreciation to Mr. 
Rachels and his family for his outstanding 
service to our nation and our community. 
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RECOGNIZING JEANETTE 
STEERMAN 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Jeanette Steerman, a Naval Academy 
Appointee from Colorado’s Fourth Congres-
sional District. I believe our greatest assets 
are America’s brave men and women in uni-
form. Jeanette is making an incredible sac-
rifice for our country and deserves our utmost 

support for her service. It is with great pleas-
ure that I give her my endorsement to attend 
this prestigious institution. 

Jeanette has demonstrated excellent leader-
ship and a heart for public service as Class 
President, National Honor Society President, 
and 4–H President at her high school. She 
was also an active member and award winner 
of her high school’s FFA chapter, in which she 
held several leadership positions. Additionally, 
Jeanette qualified as an Honor Roll student for 
eight consecutive years and was given a vari-
ety of awards recognizing her outstanding 
academic achievements, including the Young 
Einstein Award. 

Our nation owes no greater debt of gratitude 
than to those who fight to protect our freedom 
and liberty. I commend Jeanette and her fam-
ily for their commitment. On behalf ofthe 4th 
Congressional District of Colorado, I extend 
my best wishes to Jeanette. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Jeanette Steerman as an appointee to the 
Naval Academy for her commitment to protect 
and serve our nation. 
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PASSING OF CARDINAL LUBOMYR 
HUSAR 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, with deepest re-
gret and gratitude for his precious and sacrifi-
cial life, I wish to include in the RECORD a trib-
ute to the earthly life of Cardinal Lubomyr 
Husar, a worldwide pillar of holiness, unity, 
and righteousness. Remembered for his un-
wavering commitment to defeat tyranny in 
Ukraine and beyond, we honor his legacy as 
an indomitable defender of global harmony 
and respect for life. 

Cardinal Husar’s tireless dedication to his 
faith helped revive the spirit of an aching peo-
ple. In an era fraught with division and ten-
sions, he fought to preserve Greek Orthodoxy 
in Ukraine, using its teachings to restore the 
identity and morale of the nation, and to in-
spire millions beyond. 

As he worked to bridge the fissures of a di-
vided world, Cardinal Husar courageously 
sought to remedy the upheaval of the last cen-
tury. Cardinal Husar welcomed John Paul II 
back to a former Soviet republic for the first 
time in a thousand years and helped strength-
en global interfaith cooperation. I was privi-
leged to be present at that magnificent and 
grand occasion during which a mass was of-
fered in open fields outside Kyiv, hundreds of 
chalices gleamed in the sun as the eastern 
and western Catholic traditions opened the 
event to people of all traditions. 

The Catholic Church in Poland was the 
vault of national memory and identity during 
the 123 years the nation was temporarily 
erased from the European map. Similarly, the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church led the archi-
val documentation of Ukraine’s national iden-
tity and aspiration during the decades Stalin 
tried to starve Ukraine into defeat. Stalin’s ef-
forts to erase the Ukrainian language, history 
and culture, failed because of the Church’s 
preservation. 

Cardinal Husar championed and supported 
the establishment of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University’s development in Lviv. Astoundingly, 
it is the only Catholic institution of higher 
learning in the former Soviet space, a credit to 
Cardinal Husar’s leadership. Even today, it re-
mains one of the pillars of higher education in 
Ukraine, uncorrupted by the grim Soviet leg-
acy. 

An enlightened figure, his temperance and 
compassion instilled significant progress in the 
greater reconciliation efforts underway. 

A national symbol, Cardinal Husar guided 
his homeland through an era of great uncer-
tainty, as it struggled to shed the horrors of 
the past and regained independence with the 
historic opportunity to build forward toward an 
open and more democratic society, and vital 
crossroads between East and West. Driven by 
his own internal moral compass, his teachings 
helped to usher in a new era of freedom and 
unity. He exuded eternal hope for his newly 
emancipated people. For the Cardinal, free-
dom itself was more than liberty; ultimately, it 
provided him ‘‘the opportunity to do good.’’ 

The last time I had the privilege of speaking 
with Cardinal Husar, his vision was failing him. 
But he was completely lucid and urged me to 
always maintain hope for the future. When he 
exited the meeting, he proceeded up the stair-
well of his residence with a lit candle in hand. 
That flame continues to burn bright in his 
memory. 

Cardinal Husar’s teachings have preserved 
a spirited and theological legacy instructing fu-
ture generations for years to come. May his 
teachings continue to inspire and involve our 
work every day towards a unified global com-
munity. Against all darkness, I am confident 
the light of Lubomyr Husar will continue to 
shine and endure. May his soul guide and pro-
tect his beloved homeland. 
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HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CANADA’S CONFED-
ERATION 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize the 150th Anniversary of 
Canada’s Confederation. 

As one of our closest allies and largest trad-
ing partners, our country shares a historic 
bond with the people of Canada. This connec-
tion is deeply felt by North Country residents, 
who hold strong economic and cultural ties 
with our neighbors across the border. 

In celebrating Canada’s foundation, it is only 
fitting that we also celebrate the nation’s first 
capital city; Kingston, Ontario. Located directly 
across the Saint Lawrence River from New 
York’s 21st district, the city holds an essential 
place in Canadian history; serving as the birth-
place of Canada’s first Prime Minister, John 
Alexander Macdonald. 

Congratulations to the people of Canada as 
they celebrate this remarkable milestone. I am 
confident that our unique and enduring friend-
ship will continue for many years to come. 
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CELEBRATING THE BROWARD 

COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH 
COURT’S 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Broward County Mental 
Health Court on celebrating its 20th Anniver-
sary on June 23, 2017. 

This year’s Anniversary will honor the 
Broward County Public Defender, Mr. Howard 
Finkelstein; the Honorable Dale Ross; the 
Broward Sheriff’s Office; the Broward Behav-
ioral Health Coalition; the United Way of 
Broward County; Henderson Behavioral 
Health; the Broward County Crime Commis-
sion; the Mental Health Association of South-
east Florida; and the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness Broward County. All of these 
outstanding individuals and organizations de-
serve this honor as they have devoted count-
less hours and years to helping those with 
mental illness navigate an often unforgiving 
criminal justice system. 

As we celebrate this august occasion, I 
would be remiss if I did not single out the ef-
forts of Judge Ginger Lerner-Wren. Judge 
Lerner-Wren was tasked with presiding over 
and administering our country’s first Mental 
Health Court in 1997, shortly after taking the 
bench. Since that time, she has been a leader 
in the field of Therapeutic Jurisprudence and 
the justice that emanates therefrom. Judge 
Lerner-Wren, and all those who work for the 
Mental Health Court, as well as those dedi-
cated to the cause of Therapeutic Jurispru-
dence really have one simple goal in mind— 
ensuring dignity for those suffering from men-
tal illness, who find themselves navigating our 
criminal justice system. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud all those associated 
with Broward County’s Mental Health Court 
over the past 20 years. Their work has made 
an important difference in the lives of those 
dealing with mental health issues, to their fam-
ilies, and our community. I wish the Court 
many more years of continued success, and 
look forward to championing their important 
work in Congress. 

f 

TRUMP CUTTING THE EPA 
WATERSENSE PROGRAM MAKES 
NO SENSE AT ALL 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
share with my colleagues a column written by 
Mary Ann Dickinson on the importance of the 
WaterSense program, which for ten years has 
saved consumers money and helped to con-
serve limited water resources. 

TRUMP CUTTING THE EPA WATERSENSE 
PROGRAM MAKES NO SENSE AT ALL 

(By Mary Ann Dickinson) 
President Trump promised clean water for 

all Americans while preserving our natural 
resources. Yet his recently announced 2018 
budget seeks to eliminate or drastically cur-
tail programs that do just that. 

It is especially perplexing to see EPA’s 
small but mighty WaterSense program on 
the chopping block. WaterSense, like its 
larger predecessor EnergyStar, is a vol-
untary water product-labeling program that 
partners with business and communities to 
enhance the market for water-efficient fix-
tures and appliances. In this way, 
WaterSense encourages consumers to pur-
chase products that save water and energy. 

In just ten years since its launch, the 
WaterSense program has already made valu-
able contributions to building water security 
for American communities. It has saved 
more than 1.5 trillion gallons of water, 
enough to serve all of California’s residents 
for a year. Those savings help protect the na-
tion’s water future—ensuring that more 
water is available for future generations, 
emergencies and our waterways. Less water 
used also means less energy used to heat, 
pump and treat water—thereby eliminating 
78 million metric tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions from our atmosphere. 

The blue and green WaterSense logo helps 
customers easily choose new toilets, 
showerheads, faucets and irrigation control-
lers that have been independently certified 
to perform as well as or better than standard 
models—while using at least 20 percent less 
water. 

That choice is good for American families 
that already spend an average of $1,100 per 
year on water. In fact, it has already saved 
consumers $32.6 billion in water and energy 
bills. With water rates rising each year, 
WaterSense can help families better manage 
their household expenses. 

But WaterSense isn’t just delivering more 
reliable and affordable water to consumers; 
it’s actually driving innovation and sup-
porting economic growth—goals at the core 
of Trump’s platform. 

Large American plumbing and irrigation 
manufacturers have seen their businesses 
grow by adding WaterSense-labeled products 
to their portfolios, while start-ups and 
smaller shops are getting their products to 
market more quickly, thanks to the clearly 
defined performance standards and certifi-
cation process in the WaterSense program. 
This has resulted in a competitive edge for 
companies manufacturing American-made 
WaterSense products. In addition, as water 
becomes more scarce and expensive, 
WaterSense can help all businesses reduce 
their operating costs and increase their resil-
iency by installing high-efficiency fixtures 
in their facilities. 

WaterSense isn’t a mandatory program or 
an example of overreaching and costly regu-
lations. It is a voluntary, public-private 
partnership program where businesses and 
communities opt in to participate. 

And they have overwhelmingly opted in. 
More than 1,700 partners build their busi-
nesses and support their communities by 
participating in the WaterSense program. 
Nearly 200 of them recently signed a letter 
asking EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt to 
continue to fund it into the future. 

So how much money is it? WaterSense 
costs taxpayers a mere $3.1 million per year 
to run—a meager federal expenditure for a 
significant economic benefit delivered to 
businesses and individuals. Continued public 
investment is key. A product labeling pro-
gram run by the private sector would lack 
objectivity and credibility to consumers. 

The WaterSense program is the best kind 
of government program. It leverages a small 
public investment into big savings for home-
owners and businesses, while ensuring secure 
and sustainable water supplies. Let’s make 
sure it stays in the 2018 budget. 

HONORING LOUIS S. D’ANTONIO ON 
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to join family, 
friends, and colleagues in paying tribute to 
Louis S. D’Antonio as he marks his retirement 
after more than three decades with Gateway 
Community College. 

A native of New Haven, Lou has dedicated 
a lifetime of service to our community. Fol-
lowing his graduation from New Haven public 
schools, Lou earned both his bachelor and 
master’s degrees at Fairfield University. I had 
the good fortune to get to know Lou when we 
worked together for Community Progress Inc., 
an anti-poverty agency focused on education 
and employment. From his earliest days, Lou 
understood the critical connection between 
education and the workforce. Prior to joining 
Gateway, Lou also held positions with the 
New Haven Office of Manpower and the New 
Haven Employment and Training Administra-
tion. 

Lou began his career with Gateway Com-
munity College, known then as South Central 
Community College, in 1981 as the Director of 
Community Services and Continuing Edu-
cation. He soon became Associate Dean of 
Community Affairs and in 1989 was appointed 
to his current position as Dean of Administra-
tive Affairs. In this capacity, Lou was respon-
sible for the oversight of a myriad of adminis-
trative and financial support services including 
facilities, maintenance and event manage-
ment, financial affairs, information technology, 
institutional research as well as safety and se-
curity. At its core, Lou ensured that the cam-
pus was prepared to meet the demands of 
faculty, students, and the community. 

Lou’s contributions to Gateway have been 
innumerable. His brought a unique perspective 
to various college committees including the 
health and safety committee as well as the 
NEASC committee. He represented the col-
lege as a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Greater New Haven Chamber of Com-
merce and the Personnel and Finance Com-
mittee of Workforce Alliance. And in what has 
been the singularly most transformative meas-
ure for Gateway, Lou headed up the Building 
Committee for its new downtown campus 
which opened in 2015. The development of 
this state-of-the-art campus has ensured that 
Gateway Community College is ready to help 
prepare its students for the 21st century work-
force today and for decades to come. 

Today, as he celebrates his retirement after 
a distinguished career, I am honored to have 
this opportunity to extend my sincere thanks 
and heartfelt congratulations to Louis S. 
D’Antonio for all of his good work on behalf of 
Gateway Community College and the City of 
New Haven. I wish Lou and his wife, Adri-
enne, as well as their five children, Robert, 
Daniel, Lisa, Amy and Lisa; and their seven 
grandchildren the very best for many more 
years of health and happiness as they enjoy 
this next chapter. 
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